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India-France defence cooperation is a cornerstone of their strategic partnership”. 
Discuss the significance of defence ties between the two nations their impact on 
India’s security.



India-France defence cooperation forms a cornerstone of their strategic 
partnership, fostering close military collaboration, joint exercises, and 
significant defence procurements. This robust cooperation not only strengthens 
India’s defence capabilities but also plays a crucial role in ensuring regional 
stability.

Significance of India-France defence ties 

1.France has played a key role in modernizing India’s defence forces by 
providing advanced technology and equipment. 

2. Strategic Naval Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific: With France’s overseas 
territories in the Indian Ocean, the nations share a vested interest in maritime 
security, reinforcing India’s strategic presence in the Indo-Pacific. 

3. Self-Reliance through Technology Transfers: France's openness to 
technology transfer supports India's Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative, fostering 
domestic defence production and reducing reliance on imports.



4. Counter-Terrorism and Intelligence Sharing: Defence cooperation 
extends to counter-terrorism efforts, with both countries actively 
exchanging intelligence and enhancing operational readiness against 
terrorism threats. 

5.  France’s consistent diplomatic support at multilateral forums strengthens 
India’s global standing, particularly in areas like nuclear non-proliferation 
and defence.

Impact on India’s Security 

1. The acquisition of Rafale fighter jets has significantly enhanced India’s aerial 
combat capabilities, particularly in maintaining air superiority against regional 
adversaries.

2. Maritime Security and Power Projection: Joint naval exercises and the sale of 
Scorpene submarines have bolstered India’s naval strength, essential for securing 
the Indo-Pacific region amid increasing tensions. 



3. Increased Readiness for Joint Operations: Regular joint exercises, such as 
Garuda (air force) and Varuna (naval), enhance interoperability between the 
armed forces of India and France, improving joint operational readiness.

4.  The independence of India’s defence partnership with France enables 
New Delhi to maintain strategic autonomy without over-reliance on any single 
superpower. 

5. Nuclear Deterrence and Strategic Stability: France’s support in civil nuclear 
cooperation and consistent backing in global nuclear forums enhance India’s 
strategic deterrence, particularly in the context of South Asia’s nuclear 
balance. 



India needs to prioritise preventive care

Context

❖ India is facing a healthcare crisis that is 
growing both in scope and cost. 

❖We face an alarming dichotomy today: As 
the country sees an alarming rise in non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) such as 
heart disease, stroke, diabetes, and cancer 
resulting in significant financial burden on 
individuals and the healthcare system.



❖NCDs accounted for about 65% of all deaths in 2022, up from about 50% in 
2010-13, as per the National Family Health Survey-5. 

❖ The prevalence of risk factors for NCDs is worryingly high. Breast, lung, and 
cervical cancer are on the rise, with the median age of diagnosis occurring 
earlier than global averages.

Growing economic burden

❖ The Union Budget for 2024 allocated ₹87,657 crore to the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, marking a 13% increase .

❖ This is a step forward, experts agree that this allocation remains insufficient 
given the scale of India’s health challenges.

❖ The share of household health expenditure, including insurance contributions, 
while decreasing over time, but still drives nearly 50% of the total spending. 
This remains one of the highest globally.



❖ The World Health Organization (WHO) 
projects that the economic burden of 
NCDs in India will surpass ₹280 lakh crore 
by 2030 — a cost equivalent to ₹2 lakh per 
household. 

Preventive measures

❖ Regular screenings, especially for high-risk 
individuals, could significantly reduce the 
incidence of serious, life-threatening and 
debilitating conditions and its resultant 
cascading economic and social effects. 

❖ Targeted but periodic screening 
investigations for individuals such as 
mammograms for breast cancer, pap 
smears for cervical cancer, blood tests 
enable early intervention.

❖As part of the Finance Act, 2013, the 
Union government made efforts to 
encourage preventive healthcare by 
offering a ₹5,000 tax deduction under 
Section 80D of the Income Tax Act for 
health checks. 

❖ It would be prudent for our 
policymakers to consider revising the 
tax deduction limit to at least ₹15,000 in 
the Union Budget for 2025-26. 

❖ This would incentivise more individuals 
to undergo preventive health checks, 
potentially saving the nation several 
thousand of crores ifn uture healthcare 
costs.❖ Tax incentives, subsidised screenings, and 

public awareness are key policy tools 
that can enable this. 



Prioritising preventive care

❖we need to strengthen early intervention capabilities through the Ayushman Health 
and Wellness Centres, including capturing trends effectively .

❖ Enabling risk-driven targeted screening using AI-enabled imaging modalities to offer 
lower cost screenings at-scale. 

❖ The increase in tax deduction limit can further incentivise people to complete 
comprehensive health checks. 

❖ By prioritising preventive care over reactive treatments, India can pave the way for a 
healthier and more economically resilient future



Protecting indigenous people

Context

❖A unilateral decision to establish three 
wildlife sanctuaries in southern Nicobar 
will deprive the indigenous peoples of 
their ancestral territories.

❖ For millennia, these historically isolated 
indigenes have relied on these islands 
as resource reservoirs for sustenance 
and protected them.



❖ In May 2022, the Andaman and Nicobar (A&N) 
administration issued three public notices, 
announcing its intention to create three wildlife 
sanctuaries: a coral sanctuary at Meroë Island, a 
megapode sanctuary at Menchal Island, and a 
leatherback turtle sanctuary on Little Nicobar 
Island.

❖ The A&N administration issued an order asserting 
that it did not receive any claims or objections 
from any individual regarding the land and 
marine areas within the three proposed 
sanctuaries. 

❖Approximately 1,200 southern Nicobarese inhabit 
Patai Takaru (Great Nicobar Island), and Patai t-
bhi (Little Nicobar Island), holding traditional 
rights over both inhabited and ostensibly 
“uninhabited” islands.



Ecological disaster 

❖ The selection of Meroë and Menchal Islands as conservation reserves for coral 
reefs and Megapode birds is arbitrary.

❖ The announcement of wildlife sanctuaries coincided denotification of the Galathea Bay 
Wildlife Sanctuary for a ₹72,000-crore mega project on Great Nicobar, a UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve. 

❖ It will devastate about eight to 10 lakh evergreen forest trees, smother and gouge out scores 
of coral reefs found along Galathea Bay, destroy the nesting site for the globally 
endangered Leatherback sea turtle species, devastate hundreds of nesting mounds of 
Nicobar Megapodes, and kill as many crocodiles.

❖ It will uproot three or more settlements of the Shompen (a ‘Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 
Group’) and permanently destroy their foraging and hunting grounds



Avian Influenza Outbreak Kills 3 Tigers

❑ Three tigers and a leopard at a Nagpur 
rescue center have died from avian influenza 
(H5N1), a rare instance of the virus affecting 
rescued wildlife in India.

❑ In response, the Union government has 
issued an advisory, urging zoos nationwide 
to remain vigilant, follow the action plan for 
prevention and containment, and monitor 
for symptoms in captive animals or nearby 
areas. The advisory highlights the highly 
contagious and zoonotic nature of the 
disease.



Avian influenza (H5N1)

❑ Bird flu, or avian flu, is an infectious viral illness primarily affecting poultry and wild birds.

❑ Various strains of the virus have circulated among at least 100 bird species, with wild 
waterfowl like ducks and geese often serving as carriers without severe harm.

❑ H5N1 is a type of influenza virus that causes a highly infectious, severe respiratory disease 
in birds called avian influenza (or "bird flu").

❑ Basically, it is a subtype of the influenza A virus.

❑ Human cases of H5N1 avian influenza occur occasionally, but it is difficult to transmit the 
infection from person to person.

❑ When people become infected, the mortality rate is about 60%.



Human Risk

❑ Although humans rarely contract bird flu, infections typically occur through contact 
with sick birds at poultry farms, where viral loads are high.

Zoos put on alert

❑Maharashtra reported India's first case of avian influenza (H5N1) among animals.

❑ Three tigers and one leopard have succumbed to the virus at a Nagpur rescue center in late 
December 2024.

❑ This marks the first instance of bird flu crossing the species barrier in India.

Government Response and Guidelines
❑ The Union Animal Husbandry Ministry issued a circular urging all States to quarantine infected or 

symptomatic tigers and other feline species to prevent transmission to humans and other animals.

❑ The ministry plans to release detailed guidelines within a week.



Enhanced Biosecurity Protocols

❑ Temporary closure of affected establishments to the public.

❑ Strengthening biosecurity measures and restricting personnel movement between infected and 
healthy areas.

❑ Thorough disinfection of affected areas and collection of samples for strain identification.

Protection for Zoo Staff.

❑ Regular health screenings and hygiene education for zoo personnel have also been mandated.

Call for a One-Health Approach

❑The Ministry emphasized a "One-Health" approach, integrating efforts across human health, animal 
health, and wildlife sectors to comprehensively address the issue.

❑Immediate attention is needed to mitigate risks to both animal and human health.
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